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Now when Jesus was born.. .wise men from
the East came. .. And going into the house
. . . they fell down and worshipped him.
Matthew 2:1,11

Letters to the editor'
Lost Its Meaning
Dear Editor:
I would like to comment in relation to
Harold Sider's article: "What Christ Has
Joined" in the November 10, Visitor. It is
my contention that Christ was not concerned primarily with a "service" or
"ritual" as we often appear to be. I cannot
agree that we Brethren in Christ are "eager
to conform to the pattern of other
churches" as Brother Sider infers in the
last paragraph. We are much more sensitive than some, I think, to the genuine
longing of persons to express themselves in
a meaningful way—especially in regard to
worship. I believe it is for this reason at
least that some may have trouble with feet
washing. For most of us, carrying garbage
out to the street for a sick neighbor has
been more meaningful than some feet
washing services, and it has also been
doing what Jesus taught in John 13. Surely
we cannot believe that Jesus was interested
in instigating "another church service."
I would challenge those who really
desire the actual "feet washing" to bring
meaning to the practice by doing it first of
all in their own homes when guests arrive.
Let them do precisely as Christ did. He
took it upon Himself to plan and do the
service. He washed all their feet. We have
sometimes organized this event until
meaning is lost in careful ritual. Have we
not sometimes made it such an exclusive
thing that "Judas" is never present to have

his feet washed? Jesus washed the feet of
his friends in an upper room after they had
eaten together. We have replaced the wine
with grape juice, the upper room with the
church sanctuary, the dusty feet with feet
that are usually extra clean and then hope
for meaning. Sometimes, and for some
persons, it still has meaning. I wonder if
most of us would not admit that carrying
out garbage, mowing lawn, or shoveling
snow for someone who is unable to do it,
has been a lot more meaningful. And this
is as it should be.
What amazes me is the Editor's comment in the "From the Editor" section of
the same Visitor. I quote: "What I find
almost beyond belief is that among
Brethren in Christ there has been a
deliberate neglect of this practice." What
should we expect when ritual has failed to
be creative and innovative? What I find
almost beyond belief is that we can make
such an issue out of a practice that apparently was not emphasized in the New
Testament church. In the biblical record
there is no word that it was even continued
unless one uses I Tim. 5:10, whereas I Cor.
11 gives instructions pertaining to the
Lord's Supper.
After having said all of this, I close this
letter by quoting Christ's words in John
13:15: "For I have given you an example,
that you should do as I have done to you."
Jerel L. Book
Ontario, Calif.
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What Did Jesus Mean?
I noticed, and was favorably impressed
by the emphasis on the practice of feet
washing in the November 10 issue of the
Visitor—in Harold Sider's convincing
"pleas" for its observance, and in the
Editor's deep concern because of its
neglect. "This do in remembrance of me."
"You also ought to wash one another's
feet." How can Christendom so readily
accept the former. Brother Sider wonders,
and so easily avoid the latter?
I think there may be two reasons: On the
one hand it may simply be a matter of
neglect, or lack of needed emphasis, as in
the case of the congregation (and perhaps
others) which the Editor referred to. On
the other hand, the position is taken that
Jesus meant on this occasion to teach the
importance of "spiritual" feet-washing
through the manifestation of humility and
love among His followers, and that He did
not really mean that the literal practice
should be continued.
But is this interpretation valid? On this
same occasion, in two instances (in Jno.
13:34, and in 15:12), Jesus emphasized the
need to "love one another," and both times
the admonition was given as a commandment! Furthermore, in His personal
relations with His disciples, He had certainly demonstrated His love for them. So,
with this strong emphasis on the importance of loving one another—with His
commandment and with the example of
His own life—one might think that surely
a further demonstration would not be
necessary. But Jesus thought it was. and so
to page seven
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Editorial

Truth and Grace
John 1:1-18

IVlOST of us have experienced the affects of
darkness—fear, confusion, and lostness.
The writer, John, uses this imagery to portray the world
into which Christ came. The Bible tells of a time—in the
dawn of creation—when it was light. But sin entered and
the light went out and darkness settled in. There were
flickers of light in man's history. There was a gleam when
God called Abraham. It appeared again at the giving of
the Law. It was seen during the days of the prophets. But
darkness still covered man and his world.
It is not difficult to see the appropriateness of this
imagery. History and current events illustrate the
darkness. Man has ignored his relation to God and lives in
a world of material values. He denies the reality of the
Spirit. Man's inhumanity to man changes only in its
sophistication. Values are distorted. Man's true freedom is
denied. Life is without purpose. Man has no cosmic
destiny.
Into this world Christ came bringing light into our
darkness, God, who had been an idea, a far away deity, or
a crude idol was now a reality. Christ had revealed Him.
When God comes into a situation or on the scene,
everything changes. Life takes on eternal dimensions.
Christ dispelled the darkness as he taught and illustrated
man's relationship towards God—obedience; and man's
relation to man—love. He redefined greatness. He
restored community where there was alienation. He placed
material possessions in perspective. He brought into being
a new community—a new kingdom of peace and love and
joy.
In a world of darkness, where selfishness and cruelty
and pride ruled, Christ came to reveal God's way of
life—servanthood, humility, and love. This was the light
that shined in the darkness.
In Christ, truth was revealed and man was enabled. He
revealed a new life and created new men. Those who
walked in darkness, have seen a new light; and grace had
been given to walk in it. John writes about a new creature
born of the spirit—becoming children of God.
This aspect of the Incarnation cannot be ignored. Man
needs more than the knowledge of the right. He needs to be
changed and delivered. Man's own mind is darkened and
he is in bondage—a bondage which the law could not
really break nor from which seers and prophets could
deliver.
It is only as we recognize our need and turn to Christ
that we become new persons and citizens of a new
December 25,1977

kingdom. This of course strikes at the very root of man's
pride. Man so much wants to perceive his problem and
prescribe the solution. Man's mastery of the natural order
is marvelous but his failure to deal with the problems of
the spirit has been disastrous.
It is this dual gift of truth and grace which makes
Christmas a glorious occasion. Into the darkness—fear,
confusion and ignorance—light has come. It is more than
the beauty and marvel of His creation; it is more than the
holy law and the voice at the smoking mountain; it is more
than the noble precepts of the prophets and seers. The
Incarnation goes far beyond all of these for God himself
was in Jesus, taking on the form of a man in order to
enlighten, to reconcile, and to save.
The beautiful parable of the waiting Father and the
prodigal son pales before the grandeur of Bethlehem.
Bethlehem means that the Father did not just await the
prodigal's return. No. The Father, too, left home and
made the long journey into the far country and that
strange and dark land. There he paid the debt to obtain the
prodigal's freedom and then walked with him the road
home to the Father's house.
Christmas is a cosmic event. Into the world's darkness Christ came. It was for the world's sin that He came.
But Christmas is a very personal event. For we each are
in darkness and in bondage. Into each of our lives the light
has come and the Father bids us return. The debts are all
paid. Christmas says, "Come home. Walk in the light.
Become a part of the new kingdom made up of those who
are born anew by the spirit."
This is what the Apostle meant when he wrote "And
from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace."

The Season of Joy
The Christmas Season combines the joy of God's
truth and grace with the blessings of family and
friends.
The staff at Evangel Press, responsible for the
editing and publishing of the Visitor, join in wishing
each of you a meaningful Christmas Season marked
by a sense of God's blessing and the joy of renewed
relationships with friends and family.
3

The Poetry of Christmas

Songs of Men and of Angels
Maynard Shelly
o T R A N G E as it may seem, people
and angels often see life from different
angles. Luke's Gospel has two
different songs about peace—one sung
by angels, the other sung by people in
the street. Surprisingly (but perhaps
not overly so), the two songs face in
opposite directions.
We know well the angel's song for
peace. The shortest and surely the best
known Christmas poem in the Gospel
of Luke says, "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among
men with whom he is pleased" (2:14).
Of all the Christmas carols, this
golden chorus drowns out all other
music but its own. Sung for Jesus'
birth, this song wins our devotion
because both in its simplicity and in its
beauty it catches the fullness of the
gospel message. It says all that the
Bible has to say about God's love for
all of us and all He wants for us: "on
earth peace." The gift of salvation is a
gift of God's grace—a gift that is given
to us on earth.
But how easy it is to turn things
around and get them all backwards.
Let thirty years pass, and go into the
streets of Jerusalem just before the
great religious festival, and you hear
people singing, "Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!" (Lk. 19:38). This
fragment comes from a song sung for
Jesus at His triumphal entry, an event
which continues to be as sadly misinterpreted now as then. And the
sentiments of that day, like those of
ours, had everything about peace inverted.
Little wonder that when Jesus took
in the full meaning of the situation in
Jerusalem, He wept, and said, "Would
that even today you knew the things
that make for peace!" (Lk. 19:42).
Yes, how blessed we would be if we
really knew those things about peace.
And yet the Bible has been straining
its every word and every image to tell
us just these things. In looking at the
poetry of Christmas as given in the
Gospel of Luke, we find again the
things that make for peace, things that
unlock and throw open the great
truths of God's salvation.
Zechariah, that true believer, closes
his great song of blessing with the
promise that God's Savior will "guide
our feet into the way of peace" (Lk.
1:79).
The author is a free-lance writer living in
Newton, Kansas.

And then in another poem—the
song of Simeon, the holy man in the
Temple, who gave his blessing to the
child Jesus, we hear again the note of
peace. He begins by saying, "Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in
peace . . . for mine eyes have seen thy
salvation" (Lk. 2:29, 30). His vision of
the promised redemption fulfilled, he
could walk in the way of peace.
As the Bible uses the word, peace
carries the idea of a new order, a
whole new way of life for people now
living on earth. Peace includes all the
things we mean by salvation, and all
the things that we associate with the
kingdom of God.
Peace, then, was in Magnificat, the
song of Mary, Elizabeth, and Hannah,
as they foresaw a new order of life and
living—a peace that would come on
earth (Lk. 1:46-55).
These songs in the Gospel of Luke
draw their images from the prophets
and poets of the Old and New
Testaments, images that are among
t h e r i c h e s t v i s i o n s of t h e
Bible—images enriched by music that
breathes the love of God.
"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good
tidings," says Isaiah, "who publishes
peace, who brings good tidings of
good,/ who publishes salvation"
(52:7). The word of peace is always
tied to the word of salvation. Each
word defines the other.
Isaiah also sees peace as new
heavens and a new earth in a vision
often called the Peaceable Kingdom:
"For behold, I create new heavens and
a new earth;/ and the former things
shall not be remembered/ or come
into mind . . ./ The wolf and the lamb
shall feed together,/ the lion shall eat
straw like the ox;/ and dust shall be
the serpent's food./ They shall not
hurt or destroy/ in all my holy mountain" (65:17, 25).
The holy mountain or the new
Jerusalem is all a part of the vision of
peace because it really implies the
renewal and transformation of the
universe from top to bottom, just like
the vision of the new orders—moral,
political, and economic—foreseen by
Mary, Elizabeth, and Hannah. But is
the Peaceable Kingdom for earth here
and now or for heaven on some distant
day?
The Revelation to John locates the
new order not in heaven but on earth.

Thus John's vision locates the
Peaceable Kingdom on earth and confirms the angels in their singing of "on
earth peace": "Then I saw a new
heaven and a new earth . . ." says
John, "the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven . . . the
dwelling of God is with men. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his
people" (Rev. 21:1-3). So, the heavenly kingdom is not high and far away in
the sky nor is peace in some heaven
distinct in space and time. Jesus, as
the angels assured us, brought an
earthly salvation to earth for earthly
people.
Simeon, in his short song of peace,
adds some footnotes to clarify the
song of angels. He must have startled
the orthodox of Jewry by giving peace
such wide dimensions for people who
drew its boundaries tight and close:
"Mine eyes have seen thy salvation/
which thou hast prepared in the
presence of all peoples," he sings, "a
light for revelation to the Gentiles,/
and for glory to thy people Israel'
(Lk. 2:30-32). Simeon, as did Paul,
made everyone eligible for the gospel
of peace on earth.
And in the second verse of his song,
he touches on the things that make for
peace. "Behold, this child is set for the
fall and rising of many in Israel," he
says, "and for a sign that is spoken
against/ (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also),/ that
thoughts out of many hearts may be
revealed" (Lk. 2:34, 35).
The sign for Simeon was the sign of
the cross. The things that make for
peace are on the way to the cross, a
way that is bound to earth. When we
want to escape the way of the cross on
this earth, then we begin to sing of
"peace in heaven." Thus religion and
piety about heavenly peace often
become escapes from the way of
citizenship and servanthood in the new
order of Jesus Christ.
We weep with Jesus over our world,
a world that does not see that the
things that make for peace are in the
servant way of life, in the following of
Jesus, and in the way of discipleship.
Listen closely to the poetry of
Christmas. Hear once again the great
songs sung by angels and by inspired
men and women. When they sing of a
new life and a new order of peace on
earth, lefs be glad. They're singing
our song.
Evangelical Visitor

Give and Let Give
Ethel L. Herr
Grandma had a streak of mischief.
I'll never forget the day she put it to
work teaching me, as a young bride, a
valuable lesson.
"We're going shopping," she announced one morning. "I want you to
help me choose a bedspread."
Several hours and half a dozen
stores later, we came home with an
expensive cream-colored hobnail
spread. It was my first choice. She had
insisted on buying the one I liked best.
With a familiar glint in her eye,
Grandma marched straight to my
room and proceeded to smooth the
lovely purchase out on the bed.
"But Grandma, what are you
doing?"
"I had to find a way to get you to
accept my g i f t , " she replied
triumphantly.
Then, with a final pat of the last
wrinkle, she added: "It seems children
and grandchildren have trouble learning to give and let give."
Sixteen years and three children
later, I understand. Grandma was
right.
As children we learn that "it is more
blessed to give than to receive." As
parents we pass this truth on to our
children, and freely give of our time,
our wealth, and ourselves, to show
them the way.
But what happens when Susy wants
to share some morsel of new-found
wisdom with our tired, care-laden ears
at day's end? Or when Johnny brings
home his latest work of art, and
unfolds it before our eyes on the
kitchen table?
Do we dodge the grimy, petty annoyance in favor of some truly important issue of the moment? Or do we
smile condescendingly at the concoction of immature childish mind and
hands, and give it shallow lip recognition without full support of our hearts?
We parents need to learn to receive,
and love it. I'd like to suggest steps we
can take that will help us to master the
art of gracious receivership:
/. Learn to listen to others. In the
bustle and often harried confusion of
family life, this may be the most
difficult task that confronts you all
day. But setting aside your own inElhel Herr, wife, mother, homemaker and freelance writer, lives in Sunnyvale, Calif.
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terests and "receiving" the communications of your spouse and
children may well be the most valuable
contribution you can make to their
lives.
C u l t i v a t e an air t h a t says,
"Welcome communications. I think
you're important. I'm available."
Hang your shingle that reads:
"Welcome, communicators."
Listening to another enriches two
lives at once—his and yours.
2. Learn to share yourself. . . your
needs. Don't be afraid to ask for
help—and to accept it. As you share
your needs, wishes and interests with
your family, you help them decide how
they can best give to you. Then when
they do give, you are more prepared to
receive what they offer.
3. Learn to give properly. Ask
yourself: Do I give to my children
because I love to give? Or because of a
sense of parental duty? Not only does
the Lord love a cheerful giver. So do
those nearest to you, under your roof.
Duty-givers often become hard
taskmasters, expecting perfection of
the recipients of their gifts.
My daughter was five years old
when she said to me one day: "Mommie, I love you enough to help you
make your bed."
Her words turned on a warm
glowing bulb inside of me. But as we
tucked the bedspread in around the
pillows, she spoiled the whole thing by
her honesty: "Mommie. do you love
me enough to help me make my bed?"
Giving is robbery when it wears a
price tag marked, "obligation."
4. Learn to accept favors graciously. "Please" is the magic word by
which we teach our little ones to open
the doors to all sorts of delectable
things and favors. Let's not forget that
the words, "Thank you" are equally as
magical.
Appreciation unexpressed is not appreciation. Until you have thanked a
giver, you have not graciously received
from him.
But in family relationships particularly, we must take it one step
further. A friend of mine was
preparing an afternoon coffee for her
friends. As she set the table with her
best lace, china and silver, her little
daughter burst in with a fistful of
straggly dandelions.

"For your party, Mommie," the
toddler announced with evident pride.
And the mother, who had learned the
art of gracious receivership, not only
said the magic words. She also did the
magic deed. Bringing a crystal vase
down from the cupboard, she let the
girl arrange the dandelions and set
them on the table. When the guests
arrived, "Mommie" allowed the floral
arrangement to stand in its place of
honor, with never a word of, "I hope
y o u ' l l u n d e r s t a n d ; it was my
daughter's whim."
This is gracious receiving at its
highest level.
5. Learn to pass on favors. Many
favors can never be returned to the
giver. But they can be passed on to
someone else. Especially is this true in
families. Children can't repay parents.
Instead they will have the opportunity
to pass on much they have been given,
much they have enjoyed, to their own
children.
6. Learn to let others give. When my
oldest daughter was two years old a
small tragedy occurred. The baby doll
of my childhood, that had been her
constant companion, fell into a state
of disrepair too great for further mending.
Again Grandma insisted I take her
shopping. This time to the toy store,
where she purchased the "perfect" doll
for her only great-grandchild.
"This one has to be the very best!"
She was firm. "Never mind the price
tag."
Later, when my husband learned
what had been done, he objected: "But
Grandma doesn't have that kind of
money."
"Dear," I countered, "if you could
have seen her face, when Martha laid
eyes on this doll, you'd not say that.
There isn't enough money in all the
bank accounts in the world to pay for
the joy Grandma received in giving
that doll to her great-grandchild."
In our attempts to train our children
to give for blessedness, let's tell them
too, that by letting others give to us,
we give to them the joys that come
with giving. For giving and receiving
are both one and the same when they
spill from hearts that love and care.
Reprinted from Family Life Today. Used by
permission.
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Christians are the body of Christ.
Through MCC workers God's love takes on flesh
and lives among those in need.
It is shared in a smile, a handclasp, a word of encouragement.
It is willing to learn and receive as well as teach and give.
In so doing Christmas, Christ with us,
is celebrated every day of the year.
Mennonite Central Committee
21 South 12th Street, Akron. PA 17501
or
201-1483 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, Man. R3T 2C8

Religious News
World Evangelization Consultation
A 1980 c o n s u l t a t i o n on world
evangelization will be a major item on the
Christian agenda for our time, according
to Dr. Leighton Ford, chairman of the
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. A Steptember meeting of the
Lausanne Executive Committee in Montreal authorized the gathering.
Dr. David M. Howard, for 15 years a
missionary in Latin America, has been
designated as sirector of the consultation,
according to an announcement from Dr.
Ford. Dr. Howard, presently assistant to
the president of Inter-Varsity Christian
Fellowship, will be on loan from IVCF
from November of this year until 1980.
The consultation, which he is to direct,
will bring together about 450 Christian
leaders from all parts of the world. It will
assess progress since the 1974 Lausanne
congress and set post-1980 strategy for
world evangelization. It is to be held for
ten days in a Third World city, possibly
Singapore or Nairobi, Kenya.
H. L. Swartzendruber
Announces Resignation
Harold L. Swartzendruber has announced his resignation as President and
General Manager of Mennonite Mutual
Aid, Goshen, Indiana. This resignation is
to be effective as of May 12, 1978. This
comes in the context of a recent organizational study undertaken by the Board and
allows them to freely staff for the future.
In accepting the resignation, William
Dunn, MMA Chairman, "expressed appreciation from the Board for Harold's
leadership in developing MMA and its
seven entities from modest beginnings into
an organization that affects tens of
thousands of members as it carries out
MMA's concern for stewardship and the
caring, sharing ministry in the Mennonite
conferences. His 24 years in this position is
a splendid career record for which we are
all grateful. He has helped provide a solid
base for future MMA development."
Since 1954 MMA entities have grown
from 3,500 adult members to over 50,000
adult members plus their dependents in the
various health and survivors' aid
programs. Annual assessment volume has
grown from $60,000 to over eight million
dollars. MMA now has combined assets of
$35,000,000 to cover its various statutory
reserves, deposits, annuities, trust funds,
etc. There are currently 83 employees.
Top Physicist Belives
Universe Proves God Exists
—Evidence is overwhelming to prove
that the God of Genesis exists, according
to Robert Jastrow, a leading physicist with
Columbia and Dartmouth Universities and
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
December
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"How would you interpret the fact that
the world started in a way we can't
decipher?" Jastrow asked. "It's an unanswerable question."
Most scientists, he said, hate the idea,
yet theories about the nature of the universe point directly to a God so powerful
that He can produce the kind of energy
needed to create a universe.
Most scientists, he pointed out, try to
restore eternity to the universe by trying to
explain how that explosion of creation was
only part of an eternal cycle. Creation, he
insisted, occurred only once.

Graham Association
Files '76 Report On Finances
With a Minnesota Agency
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA) has filed its 1976 financial
statement with the state of Minnesota in a
move seeking re-registration of its
charitable gift annuity program with the
state's Securities Division.
A s s o c i a t i o n d i r e c t o r s voted in
September to disclose finances of the
association and its affiliates beginning with
1977. But the 1976 figures were submitted
to comply with a request from Minnesota
securities officials.
Income for the association in 1976
totaled $28.7 million, of which $26.9
million came from gifts, $1.4 million from
income from estates, and $359,022 from
interest and other income.
Expenditures totaled $27.7 million, of
which $10.4 million or 35 per cent went to
evangelism ministries, including expenses
incurred for community crusades, spiritual
counseling and literature, mail processing
and gifts to other organizations.
The latter gifts included $3.6 million to
the World Evangelism and Christian
Education Fund, a Graham association
affiliate; $20,996 to other affiliated
organizations; $942,114 to Wheaton (111.)
College for the Graham Evangelistic
Center being built there, and $209,352 for
other religious organizations.
The next largest category of expenses,
totaling $8.8 million or 32 per cent, went
for radio, television and films.
Publishing Decision Magazine, the
associations's major publication, cost $2.8
million or 10 per cent.
Expenses for foreign ministries and
world emergencies totaled $2.5 million or
9 per cent of the total. They included
$115,712 for overseas crusades; $530,760
for the associations's World Emergency
Fund and other gifts designated by the
donors; $969,489 in gifts to foreign officies
of the association, including allocated expenses of the Graham team; $76,100 for
gifts to other organizations, and $867,560
for radio, television and films.

Jewish World Population
Is Set At 14 Million
The world population of Jews is 14
million, according to the Central Bureau
of Statistics in Jerusalem. The United
States has six million Jews, while the
Soviet Union and Israel each have 3
million, the bureau reported.

Ronald Sider at
Symposium on Development
A symposium on "The Ministry of
Development in the Life of the Church"
drew 40 evangelical leaders to Star Ranch,
headquarters of International Students,
Inc., Colorado Springs, to discuss the
meaning of development and its role in the
ministry of missions and churches.
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, noted theologian
and author, was the convener of the symposium sponsored by Development
Assistance Services of Washington, D.C.
Also leading the talks were Dr. Ronald
J. Sider, professor at Messiah College; Dr.
George Peters, missions professor at
Dallas Seminary; Dr. Bon Rin Ro, executive secretary of the Asia Theological
Association; Cleo Shook, recently retired
from service with the Humanitarian
Assistance Bureau, USAID, Wash., D.C;
and Dr. Wade T. Coggins, executive director of the Evangelical Foreign Missions
Association.

LETTERS
from page two
He washed His disciples feet; and then He
said: "I have given you an example, thai ye
should do as I have done to you." How
could he have said it more plainly?
I believe we will agree with Brother
Sider that, "Both feet-washing; and
sharing the bread and wine, were instituted
by Jesus at the same time, with the same
group of disciples, and were given to be
perpetuated."
But I have another question as to our
understanding of what Jesus really meant
to teach by this practice.
I like our doctrinal statement on this
subject, the last paragraph of which reads:
"The Scripture teaches the literal observance of this practice, which serves to
remind us of the type of spiritual
relationship that should be manifested
among the followers of Christ." (See Art
XII, p. 25, Manual of Doctrine and
Government). Note again these words:
"among the followers of Christ."
I believe, however, that we have a
tendency to give the practice a broader
application. For example, in his article,
Brother Sider speaks of the practice as
clarifying "our relationship with our
fellowmen;" and that in addition to
"ministering to one another in Christian
love," it also involves "serving our fellowmen." I am sure that Brother Sider is not
alone in assuming this broader application.
Of course, we would agree that Jesus
taught the need of love for all men. In the
parable of the Good Samaritan, for example, he made it clear as to who our
"neighbor" is, and how he should be
treated. But as we participate in the feetwashing service, let us remember this as a
simple but meaningful example which
Jesus gave us to symbolize the love and
humility, which should prevail among His
followers. And if practiced in true sincerity, we will thereby indicate our obedience
to His commandment: "That ye love one
another, as I have loved you." (John
15:12).
C. W. Boyer
Baltimore, Md.

Rhodesia 1976
Christmas at Nguboyenja
Sunday School
A festive air prevailed as we arrived
at the Nguboyenja Brethren in Christ
Church for the annual Sunday School
Christmas program. Several balloons
suspended from the ceiling fluttered in
the morning breezes. Already the
church was half-filled with singing
children waiting expectantly for the
story of Christmas to unfold. Bouquets of fresh flowers arranged on
stands covered by embroidered cloths
added to the decorations. A long white
cloth with a bright red cross hung over
the alter railing. A similar, but smaller
one, draped the pulpit.
Many items were presented in the
two-hour and fifteen-minute program.
Special music in Ndebele or English

BACKGROUND ON RHODESIA
Readers of the Evangelical
Visitor wanting to read more
about the church in Rhodesia can
turn to several sources, among
them being:
• 1976
MISSIONS
YEARBOOK, "A Calling to Fulfill,"
which shows the geographic
spread of the church, notes
its historical development
and current vitality.
• 1977-78 MISSIONS PHOTO
ALBUM, with pictures of 52
Rhodesian sisters and
brothers in leadership roles.
• 1972, 73 and '74 MISSION
YEARBOOKS give a number
of "personal testimony"
glimpses into the lives of
Rhodesian Christians.
(All of these are available from
the Elizabethtown office, and
should be in your congregation's
library.)
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seemed equally appreciated. Several
children recited Scripture verses
memorized during the year. A couple
of young men with beaming faces
stood to give a testimony.
Interspersed between the special
features were choruses—many with
motions. As the program progressed,
people kept arriving until one hundred
and sixty people had assembled.
Finally it was time for the "sketch"
prepared by some of the children and
their teachers. Children moved to the
front of the church and disappeared
behind the platform to be costumed
for their part for the Christmas
drama. Hands could be seen above the
wall as the garments were donned by

the various characters. All the while,
the audience kept the music going so
not a precious moment would be lost
during the preparations.
The scene began with the angel's
announcement to Mary. Se was a
sweet-faced little girl with a discarded
curtain veiling her head. While the
angel announced the Baby's birth to
the shepherds, a life-size doll wrapped
in a white blanket suddenly appeared
in Mary's arms from behind the altar.
Driven by the shepherds, a dozen
"sheep" crawled over the floor but
shortly took their places again in the
audience to watch the remainder of the
play. Wise men guided by a star
carried by an angel on the end of a
long stick found their way to Herod
and hence to the Holy Family. The
climax came when Joseph and Mary
slipped backstage just before Herod's
servant struck several children on the
head with a stick. As they slumped in
their seats, we knew that the babies
had been killed in hopes of ridding the
land of the Promised One.
The Christmas message was yet to
be given. We were amazed that an
audience made up predominantly of
children—many pre-school—could
still give good attention to a speaker.
Three gifts were opened and we
learned we could all have these gifts at
Christmas—peace, love, and sharing.
The service was drawing to a close,
but not before gifts were distributed.
Two teachers presented attendance
awards to a number of children. Of
course, candy (sweets) must be passed
around. Children emerged with
lollipops in their mouths and everyone
received candies wrapped in coloured
paper.
Words of greeting were exchanged
outside and appreciation was expressed for the work put into the
program. With that another celebration of our Saviour's birth had come
to an end.
Phyllis Engle
Evangelical Visitor
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A partial view of the attendants at the 75th
anniversary celebration held at Matopo Mission, August 1973. Because of the unstable
situation in rural areas, this kind of gathering
cannot happen at present.

It's Different This Year
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA— Word received from Rhodesia tells of uncertainty and suffering as the internal strife in that troubled land grows. Amid this
confusion the church labors on. A letter received November 22 from Bishop
Kumalo identifies the work and concerns of at least 15 persons whose pictures
appear in the current issue of the Photo Album. It also reports on three violent
deaths suffered at the hands of both sides in the conflict.
Caught between the opposing forces in the guerrila warfare, the village
people have no real security from either side. The Abazalwane Baka Kristu
(Brethren in Christ—Rhodesia) need the intercessory prayers of those who
share in the common life of the church in America.
The Rhodesia church is so intertwined with the American church that there
is scarcely a congregation in the brotherhood that is more than a phone call
away from someone who knows the Kumalos, Moyos, Dlodlos, Ndlovus,
Ncubes, Mpofus and many more. Phone your friends with your Photo Album
in hand and have special prayer for those persons whose names may still be a
bit strange to you. They have daily (night and day) concerns for the welfare of
their family and friends. When any member of the family is out of sight, there
is concern until he returns safely.
On November 15 Bishop Kumalo and another church leader visited one of
their brethren who is being held in a prison outside of Bulawayo. They shared
with him word of his wife who is being detained at another place. They talked
of the concern for the churches in his district—for his children scattered across
the countryside—and while the Sergeant Major stood with head bowed, they
"spoke to the Lord."
Our concern should not be limited to the names of those persons mentioned
in the latest incidents—they should go to the thousands of Brethren in Christ
who live daily with the sufferings of a troubled present. Let us pray that they
will continually lift up their hearts to the Lord and say with the Psalmist,
"Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth
by day; Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction
that wasteth at noonday."
December 25,1977

Church News

Book Review

MISSIONS

Making Peace in Turmoil
AT

THE

HEART

OF

THE

WHIRLWIND
by John P. Adams,
New York: Harper and Row, 1976.
(Reviewed by Urbane Peachey.)
F a t h e r G r o p p i ' s m a r c h in
Milwaukee, bombs in Jackson, the
aftermath of Martin Luther King's
assassination, Resurrection City, Kent
State and Wounded Knee—John
Adams lays back the cover of these
and other incidents of the 1960s and
early 1970s and tells what kind of
energies and strategies went into conflict resolution and crisis intervention.
The reader is given a closeup view of
nationally known conflicts by one who
was at the heart of the whirlwind but,
more importantly, the reader is given
some insight about the greater violent
disasters that could have occurred had
there been no actors for crisis intervention roles.
John Adams has been on assignment for more than 19 years with the
Board of Church and Society of the
United Methodist Church. His task
was to "support nonviolent strategies
of social protest by helping to identify

specific grievances and offering options for action through opening lines
of communication and response."
This is not sterile academic discussion of conflict intervention models,
nor is it the typical activist attack on
the social establishment. Adams is
performing a pastoral role in the midst
of social conflict, drawing on finely
tuned academic conflict resolution
skills.
Though the book does not attempt
to summarize experiential learnings,
the practical dangers, pitfalls and
suggestions are self-evident
situationally throughout the book.
Christians who take seriously the call
to peacemaking will find new perspective and motivation for ministry in a
world of conflict. It would be a mistake for the novice to take on the big
conflicts covered in this book but, on
the other hand, one often has no
choice over the kind of conflicts that
erupt at one's doors. This work should
b e c o m e a basic reference for
Christians engaged in peacemaking.

Thirty-seven Brethren in Christ were
registered participants in a Seminar on
Christian Peacemaking held in Lancaster.
PA on November 18-19. John Howard
Yoder and Ronald J. Sider were two of the
main speakers at the Seminar, which was
sponsored by Keystone Bible Institutes (of
which the Brethren in Christ is a constituent member).
The Brethren in Christ Church was one
of four churches who, with the Mennonite
Central Committee, sponsored a two-day
Consultation on the Draft and National
Service in Kansas City on November 1112. In addition to discussion on possible
responses if the draft is reinstated or
national service is instituted, the Consultation participants examined issues of peace
and service when there is no governmental
conscription.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Brethren in Christ Enrollment Up
Enrollment of Brethren in Christ
students at Messiah College this year is
above last year in both numbers and
percentage. The number is 185, 17 percent
of the total enrollment of 1,091. Last year
Brethren in Christ students were 15 percent of an enrollment of just over 1,000.
The Baptists came in second this year
with 140 students, and the Methodists were
third with 120 students.

NIAGARA
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
It's Nearly the End of 1977 . . .
To complete the Missions Tasks of 1977, every member will want to do
his or her part. This commitment was made at the General Conference in
Azusa, California, in July 1976, when Conference approved without one
dissenting vote the following Resolution:
"That General Conference call all our people in the brotherhood to make
a renewed consecration to the task of missions under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit until Jesus comes."
At this point in 1977, one of the last things each individual can do in a
faithful response to this Conference resolution is to see that each of us has
given all he or she can to Missions, under "the guidance of the Holy Spirit."
Please remember to get contributions forwarded to either the
Elizabethtown or Stevensville offices of the Board on time. To accomodate
the postal service which needs time to deliver your letters, the Board will
hold open its books until January 15, a practice that was established
several years ago.
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Niagara Christian College Homecoming
HOME COMING week-end, Nov. 4-5,
brought together the largest number ever
of former alumni members. Claude
Winger, President, gave excellent
leadership to innovations and an inviting
program. All sports events were won by
the alumni. In the afternoon a new feature,
a musical, by former alumni members, was
presented in the "Chapel."
During the Saturday evening banquet,
which catered to over 200 people, two
specials were highlights of the program.
Mr. Wm. Toews, president of the Class of
1952, presented a class gift of $2,400.00 for
the purchase of audio-visual promotional
equipment. Rev. Edward Gilmore, a
former President of the College, and a
trustee board member of many years, was
presented with the distinguished service
award.
Daryl Sider was elected as the newalumni President.
to page fourteen
Evangelical Visitor

The Pastorate-

Occupational Hazards
Haddon W. Robinson
"Preachers don't get paid much,
but you can't beat the hours—11 to 12
on Sunday." That wisecrack sums up
the attitude of the uninformed, but it is
a sick joke. Being the pastor of an
evangelical congregation in the mid
1970s demands a seventy to eighty
hour work week and in fact may be the
most demanding and frustrating task
in Christendom. Morale often suffers,
and it is a rare man who has not
considered dropping his cross after
having picked it up to follow Christ.
At least five factors contribute to a
pastor's frustration.
Vocational Amnesia: Many men
suffer from vocational amnesia—they
don't know who they are supposed to
be. A pastor of a thriving congregation
must wear an a s s o r t m e n t of
hats—biblical, scholar, theologian,
counselor, educator, administrator,
spiritual leader and communicator.
He is to be an example in the community and a devoted family man. The
people in the pew feel that a pastor
should be free from self-serving attitudes and desire for acclaim, sensitive to the varied needs of his flock,
but sure enough to handle crises calmly, and secure enough to admit his
limitations. Yet in the final analysis
the pastor may discover that his effectiveness is not based on piety at all, but
on something as crass as "noise,
nickels and numbers."
Complicating this may be a passive
dependency pattern created in many
pastors because their training, placement, compensation, and evaluation
are controlled by others. This colors a
pastor's self-image. As one psychiatrist put it. "the community sees
ministers
as
well-meaning
lightweights, and they see themselves
that way."
Ignored Priorities: Without a job
description, pastors face a second
problem—ignored priorities. A majority of evangelical churches still expect their pastors to speak three or
more times a week, with the result that
the minister is over-exposed and
under-prepared. While a few conThe writer is a member of the Department of
Practical
Theology,
Dallas
Theological
Seminary. The article is reprinted with permission from Evangelical Newsletter, copyright
1977 Evangelical Ministries., Inc. 1716 Spruce
St.. Philadelphia, PA 19103.
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gregations have explored alternatives
to the Sunday evening preaching service, adequate sermon preparation
continues to pose a major problem to
the activist pastor and exhausting
schedules and poorly defined goals
make intensive study impossible.
Counseling often forces itself into a
pastor's priorities and creates its own
set of problems. Divorce, abortion,
suicide, homosexuality, sexual
looseness not only afTect the secular
world; they come knocking at the
pastor's door. Those coming to his
office sometimes believe that with a
few magic words he can fix anything.
Such grandiose expectations can
seduce a pastor into believing that he
is a notch or two above other humans,
thus isolating him from meaningful
contact with others. In addition,
pastors may come to feel an even
deeper sense of inadequacy because
they are unable to deal effectively with
the compound, complex problems that
are presented to them for solution.
Philosophy of Ministry: Still
another area of stress lies in determining a working philosophy of
ministry. Some more traditional
pastors regard themselves as "God's
man in the community." A psychiatrist might label them workaholics,
but they see themselves called of
God to devote most of their waking
hours to church work. They feel
guilty if they take significant time away from church work to spend with
their wives or children. As one
neglected wife put it, "I was prepared
to lose a husband to the church, but
my children never agreed to be
orphans." The wife of a well-known
church leader convinced her husband
that he should spend Thursday
evenings at home. "He was miserable," she admitted. "It was like
putting an animal into a cage. I
decided not to ask him to do it again."
O t h e r p a s t o r s play a less
authoritarian and more relational role
as church leaders. Usually these men
feel comfortable in allowing others in
the congregation to assume strong
leadership responsibilities, and they in
turn limit the time they spend working
for the church. Unfortunately, such a
pastor does not escape tension.
Evangelical churches on the whole still

see the pastor as set apart by God. and
members may feel that the minister
not totally involved in church work is
lazy or lacks devotion to Jesus Christ.
The Tkthus Bowl': This leads to a
fourth area of frustration. The
pastor's family may feel that they live
in an "Ikthus bowl." To meet the
exaggerated expectations forced upon
them by some congregations, the
family feels that it must maintain a
front, an image of harmony. Because
they would be "letting the team down"
to admit pressing personal problems,
they fail to seek out professional help.
Fortunately, some changes have taken
place. The role of the pastor's wife is
emerging as just that—the pastor's
wife. Formerly, she was regarded as
"the first lady of the church." Now an
increasing number of congregations
expect no more from her than they
would from another committed
woman in the church.
Rewards: Finally, a pastor may face
frustrating problems because he serves
within one of the poorest reward
systems any professional has to face.
While he is expected to work long
hours and to have had a graduate
education, he is usually underpaid and
underhoused. If he should raise
questions about his salary, he may be
regarded as unspiritual. Credit
bureaus insist that ministers are very
poor risks. This may be an indictment
of churches rather than of a minister's
integrity.
FOUR WAYS TO HELP
First, pastors need to shape their
priorities and be shaped by them. Only
if the pastor has a clear concept of
what ministry involves will he be able
to sort out the important from the
trivial. Secondly, pastors and their
wives need help in responding creatively to the particular pressures that may
lead to their destruction. Unless they
learn how to say "no" to the collective
bottomless pit of a congregation's
dependency needs, they will not be
able to say "yes" to the commitment
that they have made to each other.
Pastors must recognize that they have
sworn to their wives before God what
they have never sworn to their conto page fourteen
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HERITAGE
ARTS CONTEST
1978
guidelines
In connection with the celebration of the Bicentennial of the
Brethren in Christ Church, the
Board of Christian Education ann o u n c e s the Heritage Arts
Festival. This is an opportunity to
put your creative energies to
work. Enter as an individual or get
your youth group to work on a
project together. This is a great
way to learn about our BIC
heritage and communicate it to
others. Winning entries will be
displayed at the Bicentennial Year
General Conference.

1. The subject of the art must
represent either some aspect
or symbol of the heritage of the
Brethren in Christ or of a local
Brethren in Christ Congregation.
2. Participants must be between
the ages of 13 and 19.
3. Entry blanks must accompany each entry.
4. Entries may be submitted by
individuals or youth groups.
5. Entries must be postmarked
no later than May 31, 1977.
6. The Board of Christian
Education reserves the right to
reject any entry.
7. All entries become the
property of the Board of Christian Education.

entry blank
Name
(Individual or group)
Address

categories
1. Creative Writing (poetry,
short story, essay, etc.)
2. Art Forms (painting, poster,
sculpture, cartoon, music,
photography, etc.)

Congregation.
Title of Entry_
Category
Mail to:
Heritage Arts Contest
Box 127
Nappanee, Indiana 46550

awards
First place winners in each
category receive a $20.00 gift certificate; second place winners
receive a $10.00 gift certificate.

As Christmas approaches, we can
plan for celebration—and let it
happen.

Mary Ebersole

John suggested the idea as Thanksgiving approached
"How about collecting household craft materials and
making Christmas tree ornaments over Thanksgiving? We
could each make ornaments showing some things we're
thankful for. Aunt Esther, coming to celebrate the holiday,
could join us."
Four-year-old Becky sat quietly at the supper table as
one idea spilled over another. Realizing that we had
probably lost her in adult talk, John asked, "Becky, if we
would make decorations for the Christmas tree could you
think of something you're thankful for?" (A pause, as
father prepared to explain what thankful and decoration
meant.) "I'm thankful for love," came the quick reply. "I
could make a heart."
The supper conversation stayed with talk about other
things the family is thankful for: the remodeled bathroom,
nursery school, interesting work at the office, being able to
make things, tangelos (but not the seeds in them), each
other. As we prepared for a holiday celebration, we were
already celebrating.
Later that evening, I reflected back over the day, a day
so full of celebration. The worship service that
Thanksgiving Sunday had been a litany of praise and
Thanksgiving. I was moved as the congregation, the family
of God, celebrated God's goodness, and what He has done
among us. I also was warmed as our family celebrated
around the kitchen table. Both were celebrations.
As I reflected, I asked myself: What does it take to
make a celebration? What made those two happenings,
both in one day, feel like celebrations?
I became aware that a celebration happens when two or
more are gathered and,
Remember—
—the love and faithfulness of God
—the love and concern of others
—the lessons of pain—and how it scooped out the heart
to make more room for joy
—the goodness of the old days
—the help when we could not help ourselves
—the losses and the gains; partings and joinings
December 25,1977

Forget—
—the slights of being overlooked, unrecognized, unthanked, taken-for-granted
—the ultimatums: "I will never again trust" . . . "I will
never open myself to be hurt" . . . "I would never act
like" . . .
—the blank, misunderstanding stare
—the wish-1-had, but didn'ts
Enjoy—
the unexpected
—old and young eyes moist with emotion
—a quick, warm, squeeze among hands clasped
around the circle
—a tearful voice, giving thanks
—a child's urgent whisper of "I like you."
the expected
—familiar faces, the remembered gray hairs and
gnarled knuckles
—comfortable places to eat, sit, sleep—warm and
molded to our size and shape.
—habitual greetings, tones of voice, throats clearing
Join—
—voices and instruments in hymns of praise
—short silences of minds thinking together
—strength with weakness, growth with failure
—resolves to choose each other, loving instead of
creating distance
—purposes bigger than yourself, myself, ourselves
Hope—
—for the goodness of the new days
—in the continued love and faithfulness of God
—for the balm of time which fades both secret griefs and
selfish triumphs
—in the expected which comforts and the unexpected
which surprises
—in the fellowship of those gathered in His name
I needed that day of celebration. I needed to open
myself to something I could not quite describe or analyze.
I was surprised by joy.
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OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS
from page eleven
gregations, even the most sacred of
ordination vows.
Finally, ministers should be trained
to develop clear job descriptions and
enter into contract negotiations when
a church calls him. At first this
appears unspiritual, but many future
difficulties could be avoided if a
minister could negotiate salary, living
a r r a n g e m e n t s , and c a r e e x p e n s e
without embarrassment. Churches,
too, need to be educated that it is the
work of God and not the congregation
to keep their pastor " p o o r and
humble."

CHURCH NEWS
from page ten
Chambersburg Observes
70th Anniversary
In 1907 the area surrounding the
Chambersburg church was farmland. The
houses were few and s c a t t e r e d .
Today—seventy years later—the area is
urban. Houses are all about the church.
The community has changed and with it
the church itself. The congregation has
grown in size. The facilities today are
modern, providing for worship, instruction, and fellowship.
This Seventieth Anniversary of the congregation was observed on Sunday, October 17. Many Sunday school and church
attendants returned for this anniversary
Sunday. Among those who returned was
Rev. Charlie B. Byers, presently bishop of
the Atlantic Conference, who had been a
former pastor of the Chambersburg congregation. Bishop Byers brought the anniversary message "The Church Goes
On."
The Lord has honored the ministry of
this church set upon a hill. Begun as a
mission church it is now one of the larger
congregations in the denomination. The
present pastor is Rev. A. Graybill
Brubaker, who came to this pastorate from
missionary service in Rhodesia.
Celebration of Artists and Authors
The Third Celebration of Artists and
Authors, planned by Stan and Anna Myrl
Long of the Upland Christian Light
Bookstore was held at the Upland Church,
October 11.
Among the authors present were Joyce
L a n d o r f , C. C. C a r l s o n , B r u c e
Narramore, Fritz Ridenour, Kathy Johnson and Jim Smoke. Interviews were in
charge of Hank Vigeveno.
Opportunity was afforded to meet the
guests at a reception in the Fellowship
Lounge. It was an evening which informed
and inspired and left those who attended
looking forward to the Fourth Celebration.
In addition to the Upland store there are
Christian Light Bookstores in Ontario and
Redlands, California. Stan Long has administration responsibility for the three
stores.
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CONFERENCES
Allegheny
On Sunday evening, Nov. 20, the Air
Hill congregation, enjoyed a Holy Land
presentation by their pastoral couple, the
Roger Witters. The Witters provided
refreshments following the presentation.
The Fairview Avenue congregation held a
banquet for their Christian Education
Workers on Saturday evening, Nov. 5, in
the church fellowship hall. Rev. Graybill
Brubaker, guest speaker, used the theme,
"Serve the Lord with Gladness." Those
recognized for service were: Mrs. Maude
Geesaman—36 years; Mrs. Emma Grace
Stoops—25 years; and Mrs. Gladys
Geesaman—15 years. Rev. Virgil Books is
the pastor.
The Granville congregation hosted a
Missionary Conference on Sunday afternoon and evening, Nov. 20. Speakers for
the conference were Sam and Joyce King,
Eva Mae Melhorn, Mildred Myers, and
Nancy Kreider. The pastor is Rev. W.
Sheldon Wilson.

Atlantic

evening, Oct. 30. The pastor at Amherst is
Rev. Atlee Hershberger.
The Mooretown congregation held a
Harvest Ingathering on Sunday, Nov. 20.
Items brought in were given to Teen
Roach, a YFC home for boys. Rev.
Ronald Slabaugh is the pastor.
The Phoneton congregation reports
reaching new attendance goals during the
October Forward Campaign. The pastor is
Rev. David Buckwalter.

Midwest
The Abilene congregation reports
receiving eight persons into church
fellowship on Sunday, Nov. 13. The congregation hosted on evening singspiration on Sunday evening, Oct. 20, to which
the Zion congregation was invited. Both
congregations participated in special
music. The pastors are: Abilene—Rev.
Henry Landis and Zion—Rev. Paul Hess.

Births
Hade: Heather Renee, born Nov. 17, to
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hade, Jr., Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
Parker: Jason James, born Aug. 23, to
James and Lavonda (Crider) Parker, Mt.
Rock congregation, Pa.

The Cross Roads and Elizabethtown
choirs combined to present the cantata,
"Alleluia" and recently presented it to
both congregations. John Eyer of the
Elizabethtown congregation directed the
choirs. The pastors are: Cross
R o a d s — R e v . Allon D o u r t e , and
Elizabethtown—Rev. Elbert Smith.
On Oct. 2, the Free Grace congregation
conducted a baptismal service for five persons. The pastor, Luke Keefer, Sr., was
installed on Aug. 28, after serving 10
years as a Bible teacher in Africa.
The Becomers Class of the Refton congregation took part in the Hunlock Creek
service on Sunday morning, Nov. 6.
Pastors of the two congregations are:
Refton—Rev. Harry Bert and Hunlock
Creek—Rev. Ross Morningstar.

Wilhelm: Jennifer Lynn, born Oct. 21,
to Jeffrey and Pamala (Yiengst) Wilhelm,
Hummelstown congregation, Pa.

Canadian

Weddings

The Bridlewood congregation observed
Anniversary Sunday on Nov. 27, with Rev.
Harvey Sider bringing the message and
The Master's Touch Trio presenting
special music. A fellowship meal followed
the morning service. Rev. John Schock is
the pastor.
Dr. Kenneth Hoover, teacher at
Messiah College, gave an up-to-date
report on missions to the Wainfleet congregation on Sunday evening, Nov. 6, Dr.
Hoover is a member of the Board for
Missions. The pastors at Wainfleet are
Rev. Roy J. Peterman and Rev. Roger
Charman.

Blubaugh-Fortney: Joyce, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Ordean Fortney,
and Michael, son of Mr. and Mrs. M.
Robert Blubaugh, both of Wanesboro,
Pa., Nov. 12, in the Fairview Avenue
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Virgil
N. Books officiating.

Central
The Amherst congregation hosted the
Northern Ohio Hymn Sing on Sunday

Reichard: Kathy Lynn, born Nov. 18, to
Warren and Kay Reichard. Hummelstown
congregation, Pa.
Walker: Jonathan David, born Oct. 12,
to Larry and Kathy Walker, Alta Loma
congregation, Calif.
Wampler: Hayden James, born Nov. 3,
to Elwood and Nora (Ensminger)
Wampler, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Wenger: Brian Michael, born Aug. 22,
to Dennis and Rebecca (Groff) Wenger,
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.

Dailey-Books: Shirley, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer L. Books, and Robert, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Dailey, Nov. 19, in
the Jonestown (Pa.) Bible Church with
Rev. George Atkins and Rev. John Yeatts
officiating.
Fortney-Lininger: Vickie, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lininger, and
George, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Fortney,
Jr., both of Waynesboro, Pa., Nov. 12, in
the Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. W. Rupert Turman officiating.
Evangelical

Visitor

Lawyer-Eby: Rodney Allen, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Lawyer, and Alta Mae.
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Eby,
Nov. 6, in the Chambersburg Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Preston Frey and
Rev. A. Gray bill Brubaker officiating.
Rathburn-Dahl: Tami Dahl and Lloyd
Rathburn, Oct. 28, in the Alta Loma
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J.
Ralph Wenger officiating.
Wenger-Kipe: Gail Lorraine, daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. George D. Kipe, Tremont, Pa., and Nelson J., son of Mrs.
Mary A. Wenger, Manheim, Pa., and the
late Henry Wenger. Oct. 8. in the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with father of
the bride. Rev. John Hawbaker, and
Bishop Henry A. Ginder officiating.

Concerned?
"I have a little money," were the
words spoken by an elderly man, an
individual that from all outward
a p p e a r a n c e s h a d very m e a g e r
finances.
The mission workers that heard
these words urged the gentlemen to
make a will. This he refused to do for
a number of years. Finally after
many contacts by the Director of
Stewardship and a few others, the
man became willing to see a lawyer
and have a will prepared. He lived
only a few years—after taking care
of this important matter. If he would
have failed to do so the state would
have received over $350,000 since he
had no known relatives. By spending
an hour with a lawyer and having his
wishes carried out the Life Line
Mission, Messiah College, and a
number of mission workers shared in
this large estate.
Have you put in writing your
desires so that your estate can be
properly disposed of according to
your
wishes?
A
will
is
necessary—today is the time to take
care of this important legal document.
The
Brethren
in
Christ
Stewardship Department will gladly
send information or make a personal
contact if you desire help in the
preparation of a will or estate planning.
Director of Stewardship
Brethren in Christ Church
548 N . Second Ave.
Upland, Calif. 91786
December

25,1977

Titus M. Books
Rev. Titus M. Books, minister, bishop,
church administrator, and Bible teacher
died, November 14, at the Good
Samaritan Hospital. Lebanon. Pa., after a
brief illness. He was 75 years of age.
He was a graduate of Upland Academy
and Goshen College. He was also a
graduate of Evangelical School of
Theology, Gettysburg Seminary, and
Clarkesville School of Theology.
He was ordained to the ministry by the
Brethren in Christ Church in 1931 and
elected as bishop of the Dauphin-Lebanon
District in 1945. He served as bishop for
twelve years until the inauguration of the
present administrative structure in 1957.
In 1959 he and his wife went to
Rhodesia where he served as principal of
the Wanezi Bible Institute until 1965.
Returning to the States he became the
administrator of the Messiah Home continuing in this office until 1973.
He continued to be active in a ministry
to the older age group. At the time of his
death he was the administrator of the
United Christian Church Home, Annville.
Pa.

Obituaries
Brayford: Mrs. Josephine Brayford,
Ontario, Ca., born March 21, 1904 on the
Island of Sicily, died Oct. 3, 1977. She is
survived by a daughter, Mrs. Lillian
Doherty; and a son, Guido Brayford. Rev.
J. Ralph Wenger officiated at the funeral
service.
Engle: Mrs. Mary Hoffman Engle, died
Nov. 14, 1977 in Lancaster, Pa., at the age
of 89. She was the daughter of Aaron L.
and Mary Haldeman Hoffman. She was
married to Edgar A. Engle who preceded
her in death in 1918. She is survived by two
daughters: Alma H. and Marion H.; three
sons: John H., Paul H., and Dr. Harold
H.; nine grandchildren; and 17 greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Eber Dourte. Interment was in the
East Donegal Cemetery.
Metzler: Allen Jay Metzler, died July 8,
1977, at the age of 21. He was the son of
Paul H. and Martha Hamilton Metzler
who survive. He is also survived by a
brother, Dennis; two sisters: Carol Fuhrman and Donna Metzler; and paternal
grandfather. Clarence Metzler. He was a
member of the Dillsburg Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral was conducted by Rev. George Kimber. Interment
was in the Dillsburg Cemetery.
Poe: M. Evelyn Poe. born April 28,
1919, died Nov. 1, 1977. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Poe. She
is survived by five sisters: Mrs. Mildred
Starr, Mrs. Eleze McKenzie, Mrs.
Dorothy Lawyer, Mrs. Ruth Small, and
Mrs. Isabell Wenger, and five brothers:

He was a member of the Messiah Home
Chapel of the Brethren in Christ Church.
He is survived by his wife, the former
Eva O'Neill, and by a sister. Esther
Kreider. He is also survived by two
brothers, Jacob and Elmer.
The funeral service was held at the
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with
Bishop C. B. Byers and his pastor, Leroy
G. Yoder. officiating. Interment was in the
Fairland Cemetery.

Robert, Donald. R. Charles. Arthur, and
Theodore. She was a member of the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Elbert Smith and Rev. A. Graybill
Brubaker. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Schmucker: Terzeta G. Schmucker,
Marengo, In., died Sept. 12. 1977, in the
Harrisburg Hospital, Pa., at the age of 19.
She was the daughter of Rev. and Mrs.
Isaac Schmucker who survive. Also surviving are four sisters: Mrs. Lorita Elan.
Rosana. Floreta, and Ninita. She was a
member of the Mt. Zion Brethren in Christ
Church. A memorial service was conducted by Rev. Luke Reefer, Jr., in the
chapel of Messiah College where she was a
sophomore. A further service was held in
the Marengo Christian Church with
Bishop David Climenhaga and Rev.
George Kimber offiiciating. Interment was
in the Batman Ridge Cemetery, Marengo.
Wenger: Mrs. Mary Emma Wenger,
born May 21, 1909, in Edenville, Pa., died
Oct. 17, 1977, in the Menno-Haven Nursing Home. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Russel M. Wenger. She is
survived by a half-brother, John H.
Wenger; and a number of nieces and
nephews. She was a member of the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by
the Rev. A. G. Brubaker. Jr. and Rev.
Paul McBeth. Interment was in the
Chambersburg Mennonite Cemetery.
Wheeler: Wilbur Wheeler, Alta Loma,
Ca., born Sept. 24, 1927, died Sept. 16,
1977. He is survived by his wife. Mrs.
Carried Wheeler; and a step-daughter,
Shelly Land. Rev. J. Ralph Wenger
officiated at the funeral service.
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Loving One's Enemies
Sjouke Voostra

You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love
your enemies and pray for those who presecute you, so
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends his rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even
the tax collectors do the same.? A nd if you salute only your
brethren, what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? You, therefore, must be
perfect, as vour heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:4348 RSV)4
These words of Christ resound today in a world divided
by distrust and hostility in which closed communities feel
threatened by each other's existence and express this
feeling in group egotism, self-preservation and national
selfishness. But God promised an alternative in Christ, and
these words of Christ's ring like a summons to break
through the vicious cycle of mutual threat.
The alternative in Christ is a new society which lives in
tension with the old world. Here the original intention of
God with Israel is radicalized and receives universal
validity. The history of God with Israel was nothing less
than the history of all humanity. Israel was meant to be the
birthplace of a new undivided humanity, a healing centerpoint for the divided world, a nation where God came to
light as King of all the earth (Psalm 47:3). All nations were
to find their unity again in Jerusalem where the King of all
nations sat enthroned rather than some "divide and rule"
national deity.
Israel shrank from the realization of this calling, and the
law which was given as a guide to a life in freedom soon
became a high wall behind which Israel tenaciously
maintained its religious and national identity. By the time
of Jesus, obedience to the law had become the standard by
which one judged who of the people might or might not be
reckoned among the righteous. Israel, once called to be the
healing centerpoint of a divided world, fell again and again
into the way of life of the old world.

In spite of failing, however, Israel remained the bearer
of the message of renewal for the world in the promise of
Jesus Christ, the true "son of Abraham" (Matt. 1:1). With
full authority as God He interprets the law and radicalizes
it according to its original meaning. With His nonresistant
power of submissive love He breaks through the wall
which the law had become, separating Israel from other
nations.and the unrighteous from the righteous within
Israel. God's love for outsiders and "out-laws" is revealed
in Christ in all its radicalness and universality.
"He is our peace," says Paul in Ephesians 2:14. Christ
made peace by creating a new humanity, visible in the
church which lives as the salt of the earth and the light of
the world.
"Love your enemies." In that phrase the limited love of
the old humanity who lives for self-preservation comes to
an end. The disciples of Christ love without respect of
person, as impartial as God Himself who makes His sun to
rise on the evil and the good and sends His rain on the just
and the unjust. Taking risks they cross boundaries the old
world is accustomed to drawing between friend and enemy
for the sake of self-preservation.
This "righteousness which exceeds" (Matt. 5:20) is not
only a task for the new community of Christ's followers,
but above all a gift. The call to love one's enemy remains
an impossible demand if disciples do not realize that they
are called blessed as peacemakers and freed for this service
by Him who Himself went to the cross to bring hostility to
an end (Eph. 2:16).
The nations of this earth, divided, distrustful and
collapsing under the burden of their armaments, are
waiting for people who in obedience to God dare to cross
boundaries of the old world. Christians and non-Christians
alike are weary of the church's adjustment to the existing
boundaries and to the disaster which results from it. Jesus
has given everyone a right to His gospel of peace and has
made His followers His debtors. If we who call ourselves
followers of Christ are not willing to show the way of
deliverance, the gospel of peace will be taken from us and
we shall perish in our earthly wars.

